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SASI Partner Schools
The sAsi partner schools were selected because they 
served an at-risk middle school population, provided 
little or no arts instruction and wanted to improve 
student outcomes through the implementation of quality 
arts programs.

Tri-Community School J.H.S. 231 (Queens)
The Laboratory School of Finance  
and Technology M.S. 223 (Bronx)
Ron Brown Academy M.S. 57 (Brooklyn)
p.S./I.S. 208 (Queens)

To learn more about sAsi, visit www.caenyc.org/sasi

The Center for Arts education
14 Penn Plaza
225 west 34th street, suite 1112
new york, ny 10122
212.971.3300 / 800.434.ArTs

About The Center for Arts Education
The Center for Arts education is committed to  
stimulating and sustaining quality arts education as  
an essential part of every child’s education in the  
new york City public schools. 

Visit www.caenyc.org to learn more.

SASI  
Benefits the 
Entire School

•  Provides tools and resources to implement 
arts-learning programs

•  energizes faculty and staff

•  implements rigorous evaluation methods for 
arts learning 

•  fosters positive changes in attitude school-wide

•  improves teacher-student interaction

•  deepens relationships among faculty members 

•  fosters collaboration among artists and teachers

•  utilizes research on best practices 

•  Provides new pedagogical perspectives 

•  Builds connections among families and schools

• engages disaffected students

• uncovers children’s hidden talents

•  improves environment for kids through 
arts-embedded culture

Benefits for parents and Families Benefits for Teachers 

Benefits for principals



Measuring SASI’s Success
sAsi provides the training, support and knowledge 
necessary to transform middle schools with little to  
no arts programming into the quality, arts-rich schools  
all children deserve. 

The sAsi project team is conducting rigorous 
assessments on best practices and educational 
outcomes and will publish its research. early results 
indicate sAsi improves students’ academic and 
psychological well-being. 

To date, researchers have found that SASI:

•  Increases attendance on days when arts are 
a central element of students’ programs

• raises involvement of teachers and parents 

•  Fosters interaction between school leadership, 
teachers and students

•  Improves well-being for students, academically 
and psychologically

•  promotes inclusion of arts alongside traditional 
academic disciplines

Arts Education Is Essential  
for Middle Schools 
The middle-school years are notoriously difficult. The 
bewildering and disturbing physical and emotional changes 
students typically experience can cause disengagement 
and negative behavior that interfere with their academic 
and social growth. The inclusion of the arts in the middle 
school curriculum has been shown to positively affect 
students at this critical period in their development. 

Arts-powered learning 
helps students succeed by:

• Improving school attendance
•  Strengthening communication skills
•  Increasing reading comprehension 
•  Sharpening problem-solving and critical thinking

yet less than half of new york City middle schools are 
in compliance with state law requiring instruction in all  
four art forms – music, visual arts, drama and dance. 
only 29% of middle school students have 
completed the State education Department’s  
arts requirements for grades 7 and 8.

To transform schools, SASI:
•  helps principals understand the value of arts instruction and make informed decisions to guarantee quality arts 

education school-wide

•  Builds an infrastructure for complete integration of quality arts curricula

• forges a firm foundation for sustainable arts programs that meet national and state standards

•  forms school-based leadership teams, with expert-led coaching sessions 

• delivers access to the latest research and model programs

•  Provides professional development for teachers, arts liaisons and coordinators using resources developed at the 
harvard graduate school of education based on Studio Thinking (hetland et al.) and Qualities of Quality (seidel et al.)

SASI Transforms  
Arts-Starved Middle Schools 
into Arts-Rich Schools

The school Arts support initiative (sAsi) 
is a pilot program that enables middle 
schools with little to no arts programming  

to provide rich and multi-faceted arts instruction  
to all their students. 

In transforming schools with little or no arts 
education into “arts-rich” schools, SASI has:

•  demonstrated how the arts affect the artistic, 
academic and psychological well-being of middle 
school students

•  Created a transformative school model that can 
be replicated nationwide

SASI Supporters
sAsi was developed with support from The new york 
Times Company foundation, working with The Center 
for Arts education and the new york City department  
of education.  

A year after its launch in 2007, sAsi was awarded a 
u.s. department of education Arts education Model 
development and dissemination grant to expand  
the program.

Additional project support for sAsi has been generously 
provided by The new york state Council on the Arts, 
entergy, the ford foundation good neighbor Committee 
and the Lisa and John Pritzker family fund.

“ Over the years we noticed that  
on days when arts classes were 
scheduled, attendance at my 
school increased. This confirms 
my belief that art can be an agent 
for change.”

 Ramon Gonzalez, Principal
 Laboratory school of finance and Technology M.s. 223


